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Secondly, the civilized world has spent the last fifteen
years in trying to eliminate Grande Guerre from the list
of world sports. Until this attempt is finally dubbed a
failure, which is not yet, no Power has formed its opinion
as to how it will conduct its death dealing activities, nor
how it will resist those of its enemies. The military forma-
tions that were extant at the end of the War and the
encadrement of the young men of the day in them, duly
following the lesser lessons for their efficient use, is what
every Power for the moment contents itself with. We
cannot, for instance, imagine France turning all her
battalions into tank corps, while herself proposing that
tanks shall be abolished, with an international inspectorate
for smelling out the illegal existence of such.

Nobody knows yet what defensive or offensive arms,
equipments or units are wanted, or how quite to use them*
Improve your anti-aircraft artilleiy, yes! Study the type
and use the tank, yes! Have a small nucleus, yes! Order
thousands! By Geneva No! The same train of argument
applies to every military nostrum. The fuller use of the
tank cannot yet be accepted with Benito Mussolini also
preaching to get rid of them, and so forth. But because
the existing form of unit keeps the troops in splendid
discipline and adaptability no one can suggest a better
way of standing by. A battalion of any British corps could
in a very short while be switched on to take over with
&lat any new equipment, role or form.

A third military reason is this. The normal role of the
British army as has just been pointed out, is the protection
of our territories and interests-throughout the world. The
battalion, brigade and division with artillery as now, is
for the moment the best way of doing this, if even for
the simple reason that they exist as a first class going
concern, with all the side issues intact. No expert for
the moment with all the facts at his disposal can give
you aay cut and dried scheme to replace them. It is